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Join the Domestic Vio- 
lence and Sexual Assault 
Advocates from YWCA 
Northeastern Massachu- 
setts for a workshop on 
recognizing and address- 
ing sexual assault in our 
community: 

April 12, 2018 

12:30 — Haverhill Cam- 
pus: Behrakis Student 
Center, Rm 213 


A panel of current and 


past NECC students with 


disabilities, will speak 

of their experiences and 
best practices for accom- 
modations in the class- 
room 

April 12, 2018 

3-4 pm 

Lecture Hall A Spurk 
Building 


“Embracing Autistic 
Culture & Neurodiversi- 
ty in Higher Education” 
White Fund Lecture by 
Lydia Brown 

April 26, 2018 
11:30am-12:30pm 
Lecture Hall A of the 
Spurk Building 


NECC Multicultural 
variety show: 

A joint African Student 
Club and International - 
Club event 

May 2, 3-4:30 pm 

TC 103 


Join the President’s Run- 
ning Club! 
Every Monday from 12 


P.M. - 1 P.M on Haverhill 


campus 


NECC gets serious 
about sexual assault 


i 
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Photo by Abbey Tannatt 


Pictured is the panel. Left to right. Ashley Taylor of YWCA, Justine Caron the NECC Title IX 
coordinator, Elizabeth Trelegan the Title IX inverstigator, Colby Patrie President of NECC’s GSA 
and Detective Denis Champagne of the Amesbury Police Department. 


NECC held a seminar about sexual assault awareness 


By JOHN SORAGHAN 
News Editor 

Northern Essex held their first 
ever Sexual Assault Awareness 
Panel on April 4, an event that 
many students now hope to be an 
annual occurrence. The confer- 
ence held in the Spurk auditorium 
was unanimously praised by its 
attendees for the knowledge and 
poise of the panelists, along with 
the open and friendly atmosphere 
provided, while still maintaining 
the requisite seriousness of such 
an important and potentially up- 
setting topic. 

Panelists included Elizabeth 
Trelegan, a title [X investigator, 
Colby Patrie, the president of the 
NECC Gender and Sexuality Al- 
liance, Amesbury police Detec- 
tive Dennis Champagne, and a 
representative from the YWCA. 

Organized by NECC student, 


and SGA Vice President, Tia 
Franklin-Garrett, the conference 
sought to provide a platform to 
discuss the issue of sexual assault 
in society in general, and on col- 
lege campuses specifically. The 
panelists chosen came from a di- 
verse array of fields, something 
done purposefully as to cover all 
aspects of the issue, and to keep 
the conversation lively and pre- 
vent repetition. 

The event began with Frank- 
lin-Garrett acting as moderator 
and facilitating predetermined 
questions to each expert in their 
own field. 

Questions included the prev- 
alence of such crimes, warning 
signs, what to do in the after- 
math, and common stereotypes 
surrounding this all too taboo of 
a topic. Near the end, questions 
were opened to the audience, 


many of which were directed at 
Champagne, as the legal process 
seemed to pique the interest of 
many. 

It was during this Q&A that 
the panelists, particularly Cham- 
pagne, truly shined as their more 
humane side was revealed, as 
they discussed their own personal 
experiences in the field. 

Patrie spoke to the many first 
hand experiences he had counsel- 
ing fellow youth on the difficul- 
ty of being a survivor while also 
dealing with the stigmas associ- 
ated with non-traditional sexual 
orientations. 

Elizabeth Trelegan discussed 
the evolving role of schools in 
preventing these crimes and deal- 
ing with them when they do oc- 
cur, for both the survivor and the 
accused. 


Continued on page 4 
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Burns-+ Kisses+Hope=Love. Right? 


Is love really as simple as a math problem 
Welcome to the inside of my head .. Thats 
scary. Good luck! Dont get lost! 


By SaraH DESIDERIO 
Editor-In-Chief 

About two months ago when 
I was planning editorial top- 
ics I said, ‘Hey, maybe I can do 
one about love?’ From that little 
conversation in my head came 
‘Dreams have no age limit,’ a 
story about always keeping your 
dreams in sight no matter what 
roadblocks try and stop them. 
Then came ‘Run Forrest Run,’ 
a story that started off as a love 
story but ended up as a story 
that says that those roadblocks 
are just that, road blocks, aka., 
something you just have to move 
around, just another step on the 
road of trials and tribulations. 
For my first ever, and most recent 
editorial, I talked about how not 
fitting into the gender conformi- 
ties our society makes for us can 
help us in the long run in making 
those dreams come true, but most 
importantly they help us to be our 


true selves. 

This editorial however, comes 
as more of a personal diary. The 
topic of love is now more true and 
confusing than it has ever been. 
Like when you’re 17 and really 
get your heart broken for the first 
time, it’s that true and confusing. 
But my story isn’t a heart break, 
my story is a different kind of 
love. But really no it isn’t. Let’s 
just start and see where it goes. 

About six months ago my rela- 
tionship with my best friend hit a 
brick wall and I thought, and ev- 
eryone else did too, that that was 
just the end of it. But I wasn’t 
convinced, then when it explod- 
ed hard and fast right in front of 
my face, I thought I was done; or 
maybe I was just scared to con- 
tinue? But then she decided that 
she wanted to start putting out the 
fire. But a serious fire that’s been 
burning and just waiting for that 
big explosion is hot, and isn’t just 
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put out in one day, or with that 
one apology that did happen, it’s 
an over the course of time type 
thing. It may be a long hard road 
to walk, but love endures all, and 
we'll either find a way or make 
one. 

For the last four years I have 
had one of the craziest, weirdest, 
strangest, loudest, most annoy- 
ing, most loving, most perfect hu- 
mans by my side. Through thick 
and thin; through everything cra- 
zy and ridiculous that I put him 
though, However, for some rea- 
son, that I can’t figure out, he’s 
still here. About two weeks ago, 
we got into one of the biggest 
fights that we had ever gotten into, 
like where when the other person 
breaths and you’re ready to stran- 
gle them, it’s just a bad day to be 
together, and part of me honest- 
ly didn’t think that we’d make it 
through that day. Fast forward to 
three days later, when he was in 
Plaistow driving home, 5.1 miles 
from home, when he was crashed 
into, the air bags went off, and it 
totaled his brand new off the lot 
car. As if my, ‘Oh my God’ freak- 


ing out sensor wasn’t going off 
enough, it was then brought up 
and dug in very deep, that some- 
thing more serious than a bunch 
of tears and a hurt arm that he 
walked away with, could have 
happened. After what I would call 
a pretty strong mental breakdown 
on my part and a trip to the Emer- 
gency Room to make sure he was 
actually okay, I was laying in my 
bed, kind of sort of working on 
calming down, still with my mind 
racing miles and miles a second, 
I realized something. We got into 
one of our biggest fights ever, not 
to make the rest seem any easier, 
but I really thought I was going 
to lose him that day, but then just 
three short days later, I almost 
did, for for real and for forever, 
and I realized that I am just not 
okay with that. I cannot lose him. 
He is everything to me. And no 
matter how bad anything gets, 
I just can’t do it. I am way too 
deeply in love with him and every 
day it just gets deeper and deeper. 

Okay. Less sappy now. A few 
days ago, I got a text from some- 
one who wasn’t always super 


there and super present. Well, 
they were; but not the way that 
I needed them. After some time 
pondering, I was thinking about 
a similar conversation I had the 
night before, about a different 
person in a totally different situ- 
ation. Mostly. Anyways. Some- 
times in life, plain and simple, 
you just need to hold your breath 
and jump, and that’s so true in life 
and love no matter the situation. 
My jump, my leap of faith, the re- 
ply to that text, was rough, it was 
hard. What if heart break comes 
out of it? What if I get my heart 
stomped on again? But I mean I 
guess that could happen in any of 
these stories I told you about. No 
one was taught how to be a hu- 
man. No one was taught, how to 
love. Someone decided that you 
should exist, and then told you 
best of luck, so now here we are 
as aimlessly walking around hu- 
mans trying to make sense of this 
“thing.” Whatever it may be. But 
I think that the most important 
thing to remember is that some- 
thing that’s harder to have, is so 
much better in the end. 


_ Roaming Reporter 


What are 


your post- 


NECC plans: 


I want to become an 
attack helicopter. 


AARON LEHNER 
Liberal Arts: Theater 


I dont know. 


CARLYLE BrEN-AIME 
Buisness Management 


I want to become an 
artist. 


BREANNA MITCHELL 
Liberal Arts 


oa = 
Transfer to Salem State 
for directing. 


SARAH DURNING 
Liberal Arts: Theater 


Transfer to Salem State 
for acting. 


BEN JOYALL 
Liberal Arts: Theater 


To rule the world. 


Troy Deangelo-Lombari 
Liberal Arts: Theater 
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Is caps lock mightier than the sword? 


Arguing online is a 
new worldwide bad 
habit, how can we 
return to meaningful 
public discourse? 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Opinion Editor 


According to Oxford Dictio- 
nary’s website, a keyboard warrior 
is “a person who makes abusive 
or aggressive posts on the inter- 
net, typically one who conceals 
their true identity.” This definition 
might just seem too broad, as so- 
cial media in particular is overrun 
with people making fun of one an- 
other, insulting and jabbing back 
and forth, and sometimes outright 
threatening and slandering one 
another. 

This is a product both of the 
collapse of bipartisan discourse, 
and the nature and function of so- 
cial media outlets in general. As 
a reformed keyboard warrior and 
witness to the spiteful spewing of 
rhetoric across platforms, I will 
take you, through the conundrum 


66 


..<eNs 
and pre 


e the discussions are 
erably in the real worl 


of the comment section, and give 
my take on the endless pit fight 
that is the Internet. 

Why do people of every politi- 
cal, social, economic and religious 
conviction imaginable take to so- 
cial media to engage in endless 
mud-slinging and tantrum-throw- 
ing? One reason might be the lack 
of meaningful discourse in the real 
world. In fact, the “real world” 
media does more to energize and 
stir up the bedlam than anything 
else. When the major networks 
peddle shootings, bombings, and 
elections (oh, my!) to their eager 
audiences, with no dialogue be- 
tween perspectives, and demonize 
the other side through straw man 
arguments (the attacking of an 
exaggerated or simplistic version 


UMass Boston 
Transfer Open House 2018 


Saturday, May 5 | 9 a.m.-noon 


of the opposition’s talking points) 
and ad-hominem attacks (person- 
al taunts or insults), the denizens 
of the internet are not exactly 
amiable when confronting their 
perceived opposition. In short, the 
“trusted” mainstream media is do- 
ing infinitely more to inflame the 
comment section free for all than 
anything else. 

The second aspect of this con- 
flict outlined here is the nature of 
social networking online. People 
prefer to surround themselves 
with those that they have things 
in common with. If the purpose of 
a social media network is to sim- 
ulate a social environment, then 
this fact becomes the foundation 
upon which to build the platform. 
When someone likes and follows 
either liberal 
or conservative 
pages, the site 
will insert sug- 
gested pages 
that are corre- 
sponding to that 
belief. 

There are 
communities 
on the internet 
that are ded- 
icated to dis- 
course and can 
serve as potent 
testing grounds 


for ideas and 
well-founded 
arguments, but 


these are often 
within the rel- 
ative safety of 
a forum where 
users agree on 
general points. 
A communist, 
leninist and 
marxist could 
hold a civil dis- 


UMASS 
BOSTON 


agreement about the role of gov- 
ernment, but once the nationalists, 
minarchists and anarcho-capital- 
ists get involved the discussion 
will quickly devolve, and cer- 
tainly vice versa. The problem 
that arises is that people become 
so comfortable in online “echo 
chambers” that it becomes easy 
to believe that because something 
is in agreement with their ideas 
and beliefs, it is automatically 
correct. This, of course, demotes 
all dissent to being incorrect, and 
even outrageous. It is in this en- 
vironment that the battle cry of 
keyboard warriors, and indeed 
all moralists before them, is un- 
leashed. 

“How dare you?!” 

Though there have been ex- 
ceptions, and will continue to 
be, most internet arguments are 
grounded in emotional, knee-jerk 
reactions, not facts or discourse. 
Take an insensitive comment that 
sparks a fight in a post’s comment 
section. Is the argument over the 
proveable merit or lack thereof in 
the statement, or just how it made 
the two sides feel? Nine times out 
of ten, the latter. 

So, given an anonymous chat 
forum where one person has ignit- 
ed a sensitive issue, to be imme- 
diately rebuffed by one or several 
incensed commenters, what is the 
result? A powder keg doused in 
gasoline and rolled into a volca- 
no. Multiply by a few million, and 
a single day on Facebook can be 
successfully replicated. 

Don’t mistake my criticism for 
condescension. My sole qualifi- 
cation to elaborate on this topic 
is experience. I have spent many 
a night far longer than it took 
to write this article determined 
to prove to some blogger with a 
hammer and sickle profile picture 


gven-tempered, based in reason and facts, 


99 


that universal healthcare is not 
as effective as market-regulated. 
So what unplugged me from the 
endless matrix of cyclical argu- 
ments? The simple understanding 
that no matter how passionate 
my appeals, no matter how many 
articles I posted urls of, I never 
swayed anyone. In fact, I achieved 
absolutely nothing. Even today, I 
might begin to write a response 
either agreeing with or heckling 
an article and I am reminded by 
conscience that no one cares. 

Not once have I ever heard of 
someone reading an emotional ar- 
gument on the internet, going for 
a walk outside where it dawns on 
them that their opinion on an issue 
is completely wrong. We don’t 
work that way. All outraged, caps- 
lock arguments do is reinforce in 
people’s minds that the other side 
is ignorant. 

I am by absolutely no means 
a centrist, nor am I arguing peo- 
ple abandon political discourse, 
we need honest discourse now 
more than ever. Rather, ensure 
the discussions are even-tem- 
pered, based in reason and facts, 
and preferably inthe real world. 
It is far too easy to get enraged at 
words on a screen, whereas a real 
person is much more difficult to 
shut down. Also, choose your bat- 
tles. If the other person, be they 
internet avatar or real person, are 
simply blinded by rage and in- 
consolable that their opinion is 
being challenged, move on. There 
actually are people from almost 
every community that are willing 
and able to have a constructive 
conversation. Make sure you are 
one of those people, and maybe 
we can begin the climb out of the 
trenches of rhetoric, and under- 
stand one another again. May the 
best ideas win. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


: 978-556-3027 Eee 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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NECC gets serious about sexual assault, continued 


from page I 


Champagne revealed his 
motives for joining such a field, 
notably the fact that his moth- 
er was a police officer for 27 
years, much of which involved 
dealing with sex crimes. 

And also his desire to help 
improve the quality of life for 
victims. 

When asked about the event, 
Franklin-Garrett said “It went 
even better than I expected, the 
turnout was good, the panelists 
were great, and the information 
given is vital to our communi- 

Abbey Tannatt, an attendee, 
thought “it was provoking and 
informative” and that “there is 


News 


@aobserver.necc.mass.edu Ej @theneccobserver 


Questions included the prevalence 

of such crimes, warning signs, what 

to do in the aftermath, and common 

stereotypes surrounding this all too 
taboo of a topic. 


sources specifically designed to 
help survivors and ensure that 
they are not alone.” 

On the prospects of this 
becoming a recurring event, 
Champagne stated “these types 


Photo by John Soraghan 
Pictures left to right. Abbey 


Tannatt and Tia Franklin- Garrett 


of events were vital and that 
he hoped he would be invited 
again next year.” 


Franklin-Garrett said “an- 


other event next year is likely 


as it is very important for this 
to stay apart of the greater dia- 
logue at Northern Essex Com- 
munity College.” 


Photo by Abbey Tannatt 


Members of the panel. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
‘We want to see what you have to say. 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 | | 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Letter to the Editor: 
SGA wants you 


Dear Editor(s) of The 
Observer, 


My name is Nate Miller 
and | am the President of the 
Northern Essex Student Gov- 
ernment. 

I am writing to you to raise 
awareness and discuss the 
importance of student partici- 
pation in the SGA. 

We play a vital role on 
campus, both in organizing 
and promoting student activ- 
ities, and shining a light on 
important issues sometimes 
overlooked by administra- 
tion. 

For example, we have al- 
ready organized a Sexual As- 
sault Awareness Day event, 
a Valentine’s day fundraiser 
and raffle, and are co-spon- 
soring the Renaissance fair, 
and hosting a student appre- 
ciation day. 

We are currently looking 
to elect new members for the 
Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 
academic year. 

It is a huge time commit- 


[Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


ment but well worth it. ) 
We are looking for peo- 
le who. want to make a dif- 
erence as well as promote 
NECC pride. 

We strive for diversity in 
our group. To be a member 
you need a 2.3 GPA. 

As an SGA, we strive to 
help the students in any way 
we can really. 

We strive to make the 
school a better place for the 
students. 

To be effective, we need 
more exposure and to do a 
better job of making a pres- 
ence known. With your: help 
we can have a better, brighter, 
more inclusive school. 


Sincerely. 


Nate Miller 
President 

Student Government 
Association, 
Northern Essex 
Community College 


ie: 
seromes “2 
= 


here to find security: 
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President Glenn 
has a few words to 
say regarding life in 
Lawrence 


By MarigLLA MENDEZ 
Correspondent 

On March 19, President Don- 
ald Trump spoke at Manchester 
Community College expressing 
his plans to combat the opioid ac- 
ademic. In his speech, he claimed 
that the city of Lawrence, Mas- 


sachusetts was one of the larg- 
est contributors to the opioid 
problem facing the state of New 
Hampshire. 

Northern Essex Community 
College’s very own President, 
Lane Glenn came out with a 
statement on his blog on March 
23 calling out Trump, Maine Gov. 
Paul LePage and New Hampshire 
Gov. Chris Sununu for placing 
blame on one city instead of tak- 
ing any sort of action. President 
Glenn says, “Blame yourselves, 
and any elected officials or care- 
takers of public resources and 


policy who aren’t doing enough 
to prevent and treat this national 
health crisis.” 

Many students at NECC 
proudly agreed and supported 
Glenn’s initiative for not only de- 
fending the students of the Law- 
rence campus but the citizens as 
well. David Gardner is currently 
studying elementary education 
at Northern Essex and expressed 
his similar views with President 
Glenn, saying, “He knows the 
city of Lawrence, and runs a 
school with over 3,000 students, 
I’m sure President Trump has 
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Glory for Glenn 


never stepped foot in Lawrence, 
let alone analyzed factual data re- 
garding the opioid crisis.” 

Gardner believes that targeting 
one area as the reason for a drug 
crisis is ridiculous because “Just 
like every other city, Lawrence 
has its good and its bad. Presi- 
dent Glenn speaking up should 
encourage others to speak up.” 
Gardner advises students at the 
Lawrence campus to continue be- 
ing great and spreading positive 
messages. 

Student Melissa Hernandez 
says “We have tons of people in 


our community that try every day 
to make Lawrence the great city 
it’s always been. President Lane 
Glenn did a great thing by voic- 
ing our truths.” 

Tamara Mondesir agreed, stat- 
ing that “Lawrence’s inhabitants 
aren’t all to blame and the stu- 
dents of NECC should focus on 
continuing to go to school and 
believe in themselves. 

“T think President Glenn is a 
realist and is willing to expose 
ignorance by educating with real 
facts.” 


Seminar focuses on opioid awareness 


Are opioids a new 
problem or are we 
Just noticing them 


now? 


By DANIEL FEROCE 
Correspondent 

On March 26, from 12:30 
to 2:00 PM, Lecture Hall A at 
NECC’s Haverhill campus host- 
ed an open forum and seminar 
to raise awareness of the opioid 
epidemic. The seminar, present- 
ed by Amnesty International and 
the Students for a Democratic 
Society, and hosted by Profes- 


WE MEET YOU WHERE YOU ARE. 


Roger Williams 


University 


SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES 


e We accept up to 90 credits towards your bachelor’s & 45 credits 
towards your associates; transfer credit, military training, credit 
documentation (including life experience), College Level Exam 
Prep (CLEP). Credit transfer evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 


WHAT'S NEW? 


School of Continuing Studies at Roger Williams University is 
committed to lifelong learning by providing educational 
opportunities for part-time adult and continuing education students 
interested in degree completion, career enhancement, and personal 
enrichment. Apply your fife experiences or transfer credits from 
previous coursework toward your degree here 


sor Andrew Morse, taught atten- 
dants the truth about the opioid 
epidemic, not only in the number 
of people affected by the drug, 
but how the drug affects people. 
The SDS President, who initial- 
ly came up with the idea for the 
seminar in the first place, spoke 
of his intentions: “Well, I’ve seen 
firsthand what opioid addiction 
does to people — how it controls 
them, destroys their very lives — 
so I wanted to share that experi- 
ence with others so that we can 
do something to stop this epidem- 
ic that’s already ruined so many 
people’s lives.” 

The main lecture was given by 
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Carolyn Knoepfier, the Assistant 
Dean of STEM at NECC and a 
licensed psychopharmacologist. 
“Opiate addiction is nothing 
new,” she explained, revealing 
that opium had been in popu- 
lar use in the USA since at least 
World War II. It was kept well un- 
der wraps back then, but became 
a more pronounced social issue 
over time — although it still failed 
to pick up traction until very re- 
cently, as most of the people 
affected by addiction were orig- 
inally thought to be from low-in- 
come areas. “Most of those [peo- 
ple] were from the inner cities,” 
Knoepfler stated. “Once that got 


into the suburbs, then it became a 
hot-button issue.” 

Also in attendance was doc- 
toral intern Gabriel Garcia, M.S. 
Garcia handed out copies of an 
Opioid Overdose Prevention 
and Reversal information sheet 
with the intention of spread- 
ing awareness of help available 
to those addicted to opioids. 
Garcia’s list offered details on 
Treatment and Support Sources 
(such as the Massachusetts 24/7 
helpline, Treatment Locator, and 
Learn to Cope), Medication-As- 
sisted Opioid Treatment (such 
as Methadone, Suboxone, and 
Vivitrol), Levels of Care and 


Local Resources for Substance 
Use Disorders (such as Project 
COPE, Eliot Community Human 
Services and South Bay Mental 
Help), Clinical Stabilization Ser- 
vices (such as Post Detox Step 
Down), and Detox Programs(- 
such as Lahey Health Behavior- 
al Services and Dimock Detox). 
When asked about the opioid 
epidemic as it pertains to those 
living in the Massachusetts area, 
Garcia responded, “It’s a very se- 
rious issue for every state in the 
Northeast, but I’m glad to see that 
Massachusetts is building up the 
infrastructure needed to combat 
the issue.” 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU STARTED! 


Transfer Information Session Dates 
Wednesday, April 18, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 9, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 23, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, June 6, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 
800.782.7284 ext.1235 
transfer @baypath.edu 
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Love/Sick hits the NECC sta 


By LEAH MAHONEY 

Arts & Entertainment 
BARC, 19 through 22 NECC’s 
Top Notch Players take on John 
Cariani’s “Love/Sick.” 

“Love/Sick” opens with a kiss 
in a grocery store with two “ob- 
sessive impulsive” individuals, 
driven to act on almost every 
thought that enters their minds. 
From there we’re taken through 
a series of connected 10 minute 
short plays, sharing common 
threads of love and intrigue. From 
Mark and Kelly, who have been 
having “lunch” with other peo- 
ple, to Jake and Emily, a formerly 
married couple who have recent- 
ly found themselves single again, 
audiences are taken through the 
ups and downs of love and love- 
sickness. 

Beyond the plot, what makes 
Northern Essex’s second 2018 
spring production one to look out 
for, is the new approach to direct- 
ing. After her success with “Last 
of the Red Hot Lovers,” Professor 
Brianne Beatrice has taken a step 
back from directing Love/Sick 
to allow for up-and-coming stu- 
dent directors to take centerstage. 
“Brianne Beatrice, our fearless 
leader, decided to give us the op- 


portunity to spread our wings and 
put our learned skillset from the 
last year into action,” said Dier- 
dree Glassford, one of the student 
directors for (and. a leading actor 
in) Love/Sick. Glassford was ini- 
tially going to sit in the director’s 
chair independently, but through 
meeting with Beatrice and par- 
ticipating students, realized what 
an amazing opportunity they all 
had on their hands. “The four di- 
rectors are all students who have 
shown an interest in directing as a 
career,” said Glassford. 

“Being trusted with such a 
large project and realizing I am 
capable of doing it, while seeing 
the crazy support system I have 
here has been amazing. Everyone 
wants the show to be a success 
and through that collaboration we 
can make the visions in our heads 
a reality onstage,” Glassford 
elaborated on the process and the 
decision to choose four promis- 
ing student directors and putting 
them in the position of creating 
a main stage production. “It’s 
been extremely fulfilling to work 
with our friends and to direct my 
peers, albeit nerve wracking be- 
cause we want to make everyone 
proud. It’s been eyeopening, in a 
way, for me, about what aspect of 


theater I would like to pursue.” 

Despite the enthusiasm shown 
by those involved, there seems to 
be a sense of anxious excitement. 
Working without their “fearless 
leader” made some students feel 
initially uneasy. “Brianne usually 
gives you a lot of extra motiva- 
tion and she makes you want to 
work to your full potential. I feel 
naked because she’s not with me, 
she’s like my rock,” said actor, 
Carlyle Bien-Aime, of the en- 
deavor. Despite the hesitation to 
move forward without Beatrice, 
Bien-Aime has shown a great 
deal of positivity about working 
with the Love/Sick cast and crew, 
many of whom are close friends. 
“A lot of the people involved are 
doing this as their last show and 
I want to be involved,” said Bi- 
en-Aime. 

Beatrice’s main contribution 
to the setup of the show, beyond 
teaching the directors a great deal 
of what they know, was casting. 
“Brianne came up with the cast 
list for the show; she had an idea 
of who had the best chemistry. 
Matt and Dierdree have a lot of 
good chemistry so it’s really easy 
to direct them. This is great be- 
cause it’s all really about love so 
that can get weird if you’re with 


Pursue Your Degree At Our 


HAVERHILL CAMPUS 


= 


UMASS 


LOWELL 


Join Us This 


Summer at Harbor 
Place in Haverhill 


e 


Photo by Leah Mahoney 


Student directors: Benjamin Beverage, Dierdree Glass- 
ford, Sarah Durning and Renee Moon 


someone you don’t really 
said student director and Baie 
Sarah Durning. 

The awkwardness surround- 
ing working on a show that is so 
love-centric is looked at with hu- 
mor from the directors and cast. 
When asked about prominent 
moments throughout the process 
Glassford mentioned an instance 
that took place while trying to 
assist one of her fellow directors 
in putting together the section 
of the show entitled “Lunch and 
Dinner.” “Both directing and act- 
ing in scenes that involve stage 
kissing can be a challenge,” 
Glassford said with a laugh. “It 
took us thirty minutes just to get 


Pursue a bachelor’s degree in Business, Criminal Justice or Psychology at UMass Lowell’s 
Haverhill campus at Harbor Place, located in the heart of the city’s vibrant downtown 


waterfront. The following UMass Lowell courses will be offered this summer in Haverhill: 


¢ Violence in America 

¢ Crime and Mental Iliness 

¢ College Writing | 

e Financial Management 

¢ Investment and Portfolio Analysis 


¢ Seminar: Special Topic in Honors: 
Experiencing Philanthropy 


© Seminar: Special Topic in Honors: 
Art and the Nazis 


¢ Introduction to Psychological Science 


¢ Human Sexuality 
¢ Research II: Statistics 


¢ Hate Crime 


¢ Criminal Justice Research Methods 
¢ Sales and Customer Relations 

¢ Introduction to Business Analytics 
¢ Child and Adolescent Development 
¢ Psychology and Women 


¢ Seminar in Developmental Psychology: 
Sexual Identity 


Courses are available at convenient times to meet the needs of traditional students as 
well as busy professionals. 


Learn more at https://continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 


two of our actors to kiss for the 
first time. You always forget how 
awkward a first kiss is until you 
have to do it in front of an audi- 
ence of a hundred people.” 

Overall the play is designed 
to make audiences laugh and to 
evoke memories of love. It is a 
generally upbeat play but tends to 
lack the saccharine aftertaste of 
so many love stories. Love/Sick 
may be as true to love and heart- 
break as a romantic comedy gets, 
and is sure to entertain. Audienc- 
es are invited to attend April 19, 
20, 21, and 22 at 7 PM or at 2 PM 
on Apr. 22 on the third floor of the 
Haverhill campus Spurk building 
in the Hawrylciw theater. 


REGISTER NOW 


Summer Courses Start 
May 21, 2018 


LOCATION 


2 Merrimack Street 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


QUESTIONS? 


Call 978-934-2474 to 
Speak with an Advisor 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth 
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By JINETTE GALARZA 
Campus Life Editor 


Cookie cutter perfect life. 
Grow up, go to kindergarten, 
elementary school, middle 
school, high school, college, 
grad school, workforce, family, 
retirement, death. Pretty straight 
forward right? Eh, nope. Such 
privilege is reserved for those 
who can, or have had, their lives 
meticulously arranged since 
birth. For the rest of the living 
souls roaming around our planet 
(or at least roaming around the 
U.S.A.) such dreams of having 
everything go according to plan 
are slim to none. If every student 
had the opportunity to express 
their journey of how they got to 
where they are now, while there 
might be similarities in their sto- 
ties, each path will have differ- 
ent twists and turns that make 
them their own. Coming from 
a broken home is a big one, not 
having the support of both par- 
ents, financially and motivation- 
ally, can and will present a great 
struggle later in the academic 
journey. So, what is the biggest 
fears our students will have to 


The reali 


face once they graduate NECC? 

For Business Transfer stu- 
dent Diana Garcia, her worry is 
straight forward “Getting a job 
with the degree you completed. 
Even if you’re in a wide ranged 
field, sometimes it doesn’t al- 
ways guarantee that you’ll get 
the job of your dreams or one 
close to it. I feel most of the 


time new grads will be placed 


in lower or entry level jobs just 
because they are fresh out of col- 
lege and employees think they 
don’t have much experience.” 
Other students across Massa- 
chusetts worry about other con- 
cerns. Middlesex Community 
College student Amir Cedefio 
expressed his fears upon reach- 
ing graduation “My biggest fear 
after graduation is paying back a 
lot of school loans. Even though 
having a degree helps with pay- 
ing back loans, it’s still quite a 
bit of struggle paying back loans 
as well as dealing with many 
other responsibilities mixed in 
your personal life. That’s why 
is important to save as much as 
you can during your first couple 
of years in college to reduce the 
level of stress. But it is a sacri- 
fice that most people aren’t will- 


De-Stress Fest 


Northern Essex 
Community College 
offers relief before 


finals week mayhem 


By Kitey BROADHURST 


Correspondent 

The first ever “De-Stress Fest” 
for students needing to relax and 
have fun before finals week will 
be held on Wednesday, May 2, 
sponsored by NECC’s Counsel- 
ing Center. 

“Finals week can definitely 
be stressful because you’re giv- 
en many finals, often around the 
same time and they all involve 
hours worth of studying. So it’s 
difficult to study for three or four 
subjects at the same time that 
require hours of attention.” said 
NECC student Jewel D’ Agati. 

Vendors will be providing 
a variety of food and activities 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in 
the C building or “Spurk” lobby, 
in order to help students relieve 
some of the stress of finals. Ac- 
tivities include those such as 
massage therapy, adult coloring, 
DIY stress balls, and puppies to 
pet. Counseling services will also 
be provided. 

Students across the Northern 
Essex Community College cam- 
pus are beginning to feel the pres- 
sure of all which they’ve worked 
towards academically. With stu- 
dents enrolled in courses from 


American Literature to Calculus 
Il, an overwhelming workload 
along with everyday life stressors 
may feel unbearable at times. 

While small amounts of stress 
can be necessary in succeeding, 
too much stress is burden, and 
can get in the way of learning. It 
is essential that Northern Essex 
Community College students are 
given the opportunity to succeed, 
through obtaining healthy life- 
styles; free of fret and anguishing 
stress. 

“T think that a de-stress event 
is a really good idea, especial- 
ly because some students aren’t 
good at managing their stress or 
struggle with prioritizing, which 
is important.” said NECC student 
Jewel D’ Agati. 

While NECC students deal 
with the stress of finals, the “De- 
Stress Fest” will serve as a way for 
students to take time to recuper- 
ate, and also gives them a chance 
to give back. Breakfast foods will 
be sold along with a 50/50 raffle, 
in support of the Emmaus House 
in Haverhill, a nonprofit housing 
service for adults and families in 
Haverhill, in efforts to combat 
homelessness. 


To learn about the Emmaus 
House, visit emmausinc.org. 


For more information about 
the De-Stress Fest, please contact 
Linda Goddu at lbgoddu@icloud. 
com. 


Cookie cutter 


(Fj) facebook.com/neccobserver 


erfect 
of a college student’ life 


My biggest fear is not being able to use my career to emit 
positive change in the world. 
- Wildens Petit-Maitre 


ing make.” Cedefio is a Liberal 
Arts and Science major student 
with a concentration in Psychol- 
ogy. Carla Gonzalez shares the 
financial fear after transferring 
to UMASS Lowell, she says 
“One of my biggest fears after 
transferring from NECC were 
loans. I wanted to push that away 
as much as possible and once I 
transferred I understood that it’s 
not about taking loans but doing 
it smartly. Now my biggest fear 
after receiving my bachelor’s is, 
how valuable is this degree? And 
am I going to need a Master’s to 
progress in the workplace. There 
are many schools with or adding 
plus one programs which makes 
me rethink what the workplace 
wants educationally.” Gonzalez 
was a Business Transfer student 
while at NECC and now is pur- 
suing her Bachelor’s in Business 


Administration with a concen- 
tration in management and mar- 
keting. 

Alba Diaz a recent NECC 
graduate speaks out on her fears 
when entering a new place, 
Worcester State University, as a 
transfer student. She expresses 
that “Fears about entering a new 
college is trying to blend in. I felt 
like an outsider, I couldn’t relate 
with everyone because I wasn’t 
form the same area as them. Ev- 
eryone was more from Central 
Mass and Western Mass and I’m 
from North of Mass. Also, going 
to a school where the majority of 
students are white and me being 
Hispanic was also hard because 
they can’t relate to you unless 
you both fell-down the stairs or 
something.” 

Some worry about the fi- 
nances, others about interper- 


sonal relationships, and some 
have a deeper worry. Wildens 
Petit-Maitre attends Massasoit 
Community College as a Com- 
puter Science Major. When asked 
what his biggest fear was he said 
“My biggest fear is not being 
able to use my career to emit 
positive change in the world.” 
All of these students are a reflec- 
tion of our community, not just 
our towns, not just NECC, but 
our state and our country. This 
is the reality we as students’ live 
day by day. Above that, we must 
cover our worry with a reassur- 
ing fagade to ensure those who 
are watching, that WE CAN in- 
deed accomplish what we set out 
to conquer, even if most of our 
journey is spent on convincing 
ourselves that we are disserving 
and worthy to succeed. 


Speechapalooza 


The perfect ingrediants for entertainment: 


speeches, FREE pizza, and prizes! 


meen 


FUN -FOOD-SPEECHES 


LECTURE HAIL 


APRIL 25 
2:30 - 2:30 


By KEEGAN SHEEHAN - Correspondent 


On April 25th 2018 from 
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m, Speecha- 
palooza will take place on the 
Haverhill Campus in Spurk 
Building Lecture Hall A, FREE 


OF CHARGE, with tons of great 
speeches, FREE pizza, and a raf- 
fle . Raffle prizes will include a 
$5 Dunkin Donuts Gift Card, a 
$15 Amazon Gift Card, and a $25 


Photo by: Cassie Ellson 
Gift Card to the Student Store. 
Share in this amazing event of 
listening to speeches of a variety 
of intriguing topics. 
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Got Poetry? 
Celebrate National Poetry Month 


at NECC 


By Emity ZINSMEISTER 
Features Editor 


Did you know that April is National 
Poetry Month? Maybe you remember see- 
ing something on Facebook or on a post- 
er around campus, but what really is Na- 
tional Poetry Month? Historically it all 
started with the success of Black History 
Month and Women’s History Month, na- 
tional celebrations held annually in Febru- 
ary and March, respectively. Inspired by 
the achievements of these celebrations, the 
members of the Academy of American Po- 
ets, along with a group comprised of librar- 
ians, booksellers, publishers, teachers, and 
various literary organizations, established 
April as National Poetry Month in 1996. 

Since its inception, National Poetry 
Month has grown to one of the world’s 
largest literary celebrations. So, why cele- 
brate poetry and what’s the purpose of this 
month-long, nationally recognized holi- 
day? 

According to the website of the Acade- 
my of American Poets, the goal of this cel- 
ebration is to “highlight the extraordinary 
legacy and ongoing achievement of Ameri- 
can poets, encourage the reading of poems, 
assist teachers in bringing poetry into their 
classrooms, increase the attention paid to 
poetry by national and local media, encour- 
age increased publication and distribution 


of poetry books, and encourage support for 
poets and poetry.” 

On campus, we asked NECC students 
about their favorite poem or poet. Jinette 
Galarza’s talked about her favorite poem, 
“The Stolen Child” by W.B. Yeats. 

“Tt’s based on Irish mythology, and is 
about the myth of fairies trying to convince 
a child to come away with them. It’s one 
of Yeats’ most famous poems because of its 
beauty,” she said. 

In conjunction with National Library 
Week, on Thursday, April 12, visit the 
Bentley Library for a poetry reading event 
from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. This event is free 
and open to all NECC students, faculty, and 
staff and poems can be original works or 
previously published. 

If you can’t make it on Thursday but still 
want to celebrate National Poetry Month, 
don’t fret! The Academy of American Po- 
ets put together a list of 30 suggestions, in- 
cluding: memorize a poem, watch a poetry 
movie, recreate a poet’s favorite food or 
drink, and chalk a poem on the sidewalk. 

Additionally, you can sign up for a po- 
em-a-day at poets.org and read a different 
poem each morning or if you’re interested 
in poetry but too busy to celebrate National 
Poetry Month, check out the Academy of 
American Poets website, poets.org, for re- 
sources, tips and featured works. 


Abilities! & 


eo APRIL 2018 EVENT SCHEDULE 


Thursday, March 29, 12:30, Haverhill 


Open Forum on Disability Access 
“What Works” and “What Does Not Work” 


for persons with disabilities at NECC — OPEN TO ALL 


12:30 to 2:30 p.m., Hartleb Technology Center, FC103 A 


Opening Remarks from Lane Glenn, President NECC 


pital A 


LISA PILORZ, 


Tuesday, April 10, 12:30 
4 Haverhill 

The Americans with 
Disabilities Act 

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney. Civil Rights Unit, U.S. Attor- 

ney’s Office, District of Mass. 

cast in LA101, Fournier Sidg., 78 Amesbury Street, Lawrence, 

Sponsored by NECC C Engagement. 


Know Your Rights: 
* GREGORY J. DORCHAK, 3.0. Ph.D. 
12:30 - 1:30. p.m., Tech Center 1G3A, Haverhill. Also broad- 
ez ASL Interpreter ¢ 


Thursday, April 12, 11:30 
White Fund Lecture, Lawrence 
They Must Not Stamp Us Out: 
Why We Need Disability Justice 
LYDIA BROWN is a national speaker on 

» disability justice, gender identity and autism 


rights. 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. White Fund 
Room, Fournier Building, 


~~ ¢ 
mesbury Street, Lawrence. 


entiey Library, Haverhiii. 
4, Haverhill 


Thursday, April 26, 11:30 
Haverhill 
Embracing Autistic Culture & 


Neurodiversity in Higher Education 


Division of 


Moderators: POLLY WELC for n the £ 


Monday, April 9, 2:00 
> 
Haverhill ama OB 
Try Wheetchair basketball? wy 
%, Northeast Passage, from the University 
of New Hampshire, Similarities Awareness 
Training and opportunity to try a 
sport like basketball as a wheel- 
chair user, 2-3 p.m., NECC Sports & 
Fitness Center, Haverhill. 
#7 ASL Interpreter provided. 


LANE GLENN 


April 9-13 MOVIES about people 
with disabilities will be listed and on display. 
at Bentley Library, Haverhtif. 


Wed. April 11 


Renaissance Fair 
11-2, Haverhill 


acsT RvOBIES 
dies. Learn 


Khe) 
more and sign “ot 


up! 11 a.m.-2 p.m., the 


Tues.-Wed. 
All day, Haverhill, 


Allies for inclusion 


NECC is creat 
ing a new stu- 


INTERACTIVE EXHIBIT from 
St. Louis University. on 
display in the NECC Profes- 
sional Development Office, 
C264, Spurk Buliding, Haver- 


dent chapter 
of Best Bud- 


erhill Campus. 


€2 ASL Interpreter provided, 17-1 


Panel—current and 
past NECC students with 
disabilities 

3:00, Haverhill 


Panelists will speak about their 
experiences and best practices for 
accommodations in courses. Mod- 
erated by Susan Martin, Director, 
Learning Accommodations Center, 
3-4 p.m., Lecture Hail A, Spurk 
Building, Haverhill. 

£27 ASL Interpreter provided 


Mobility and 
interacting with the 
Visually impaired 
2:00, Haverhill 


Presentation by Meg Robert- 
son, Mobility Specialist from 
the MA Commission for the 
Blind and James Leahy, NECC 
alum, 2-3 p.m., Lecture Hall A, 
Spurk Building, Haverhill. 

47 AS| interpreter provided. 


Disability Awareness 


In our efforts to build awareness of disability, diversity, access 
and inclusion, we hope you will join us for events throughout the 
month of April—Open to students, faculty, staff and visitors! 


Sponsored by the NECC Learning Accommodations Center and Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Services. 


For information: 978-556-3654, email: lacenter@necc.mass.edu 
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Meet Keshani Hughes 


Photo by Keshani Hughes 
Star-struck Hughes poses with Taylor Swift. 


Student Finds Home in America 


and at NECC 


By Kirk WHELAN - Correspondent 


Keshani Hughes is a student that has 
found success inside and outside the 
classroom since coming to NECC. The 
Journalism/Communications major is 
driven by her interests and unique back- 
ground. 

“T decided to go to NECC for mul- 
tiple reasons, but the main reason was 
because of my financial status.” 

The Groveland resident will graduate 
in May and plans on taking online class- 
es at UMass Lowell in the fall. 

“Education has always been import- 
ant to me,” she said. 

Most students in NECC’s Internship 
program have one internship placement, 
but Keshani was able to have two in 
separate semesters. “At the internships 
I was in charge of developing and cre- 
ating images and text for social media 
posts for the audience,” she said. 

She worked for a local snack compa- 
ny and for the Greater Lawrence Family 
Health Center. “It’s rewarding to work 
for a nonprofit organization,” she said. 

Keshani’s ideal job is one that would 
entail a lot of traveling, “I like the idea 
of traveling, my heart says yes, my bank 
account says no.” 

She would like to do promotions, 
especially for a radio station and then 
move to setting up events for when a ce- 
lebrity visits a town. The entertainment 
industry interests her generally. She has 


also met a stunning amount of celebrities 
including Denzel Washington, Taylor 
Swift, and Slash. 

“T have had a passion for going to live 
concerts ever since my first concert in 
2001, which was Britney Spears. It’s one 
of my favorite things to do when I am not 
busy with school or work,” she said. 

Keshani enjoys live music and espe- 
cially visiting the theater district in New 
York. “Concerts are therapeutic, they 
calm my nervesm,” she said. 

Keshani was adopted from an orphan- 
age in Bombay, India at 2 years old. She 
has a sister who was also adopted from 
India and a brother who is the biological 
son of her parents. “I am so glad that the 
woman I call mom chose me.” 

“Tf it was not for her I would not be 
getting an education like this,” she said. 

When asked about what her most 
memorable moment at NECC was she 
told a story of an embarrassing fall in the 
hallway. “After one of my classes I was 
walking pretty quickly to just get out of 
there and go to my next class, but I had 
shoes that had very long laces to them and 
I hadn’t tucked them in like I usually do.” 

“Of course I was rushing and I was 
talking to a friend and holding on to my 
backpack and my right foot went into my 
left shoelace.” 

“J just ate-it, just full blown ate-it as 
my backpack flipped over my head.” 


A BIEN or a ee 


I have had a passion for going to live 
concerts ever since my first concert in 
2001, which was Britney Spears. It’s one 
of my favorite things to do when I am not 
busy with school or work. 

- Keshani Hughes 
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Tour of historic Dustin Garrison House 
offered on April 14th 


Historic Haverhill monument will be open 
for view, thanks to our very own professor. 


By RIcHARD PADOVA 
Correspondent 

Rich Padova’s U.S. Histo- 
ry I students will be touring the 
Dustin Garrison House, 655 
Hilldale Avenue in Haverhill on 
Saturday, April 14th at 10 A.M. 
and all other students, faculty and 
staff are welcome to participate. 
The tour will be led by Thomas 


Spitalere, local historian and cu- 
rator. 

Owned by the famous Haver- 
hill heroine Hannah Dustin and 
her husband Thomas, the latter 
built this fortress house in 1697 as 
protection from Native American 
raids while the Dustin family was 
living in a nearby house. It was 
during the construction of this 


house that Hannah was captured 
by Native Americans and forced 
to walk up into New Hampshire 
where she was held captive be- 
fore escaping. 

This house is one of a few 
surviving period homes in the 
area built out of brick, and many 
Dustin heirlooms are on display 
inside. For more information, 
contact Rich at rpadova@necc. 
mass.edu or 978-556-3297. 

Courtesy photo to right of the 
house. 


Disability awareness makes a difference 


Northern Essex 
continues to make 
strides reguarding 
disability awareness 


By AALLyHIA Cruz 
Correspondent 

Allow me to time warp back 
into a personal moment. I was in 
math class. I had been removed 
from class with my friends. I had 
math in a smaller room because 
I was having difficulty latching 
on to the material. It was just too 
hard for me! The more I tried, 
the harder it was. When I learned 
one concept, the teacher gave 
me another that was even more 
difficult. It was getting more 
and more difficult to understand. 
But, this day was the worst. The 
teacher handed out a problem. I 
sat next to my best friend and I 
wrote my name on the paper. I 
looked at the problem and did 
not understand what I had to do. 
By the end of the class, I had not 
written anything other than my 
name on the paper. The teacher 
was so mad at me! Why had I 
not asked for help? This incident 
happened when I was in middle 
school. It happened due to my 
birth defect disability: Hydro- 
cephalus. A condition I had re- 
ceived a few months after I was 
born which caused my head to 
grow a little bigger than my body. 
In simpler terms, I had water in 
my brain that was not supposed 
to be there. To stop it, my doc- 
tor placed a shunt in my head to 
stop the abnormal growth. With 
it came a few side effects of it’s 
own: most noticeably staring 
episodes and a slightly bad left 
eye that turns on it’s own. Fast 
forward to my current status as a 
community college student, I still 
live with the condition. 

Aside from the provided free 
pizza, thinking back to that in- 
cident, partly having the condi- 
tion to this very day is what led 
me to attend the Open Forum on 
Disability Access last month on 
March 26th. Being a disabled 
freshman on campus, I haven’t 
been properly educating myself 


on what disability services has to 
offer and what other students who 
have their own disability have to 
go through. The point of the fo- 
rum was this: we don’t talk about 
the topic at all. It’s listed under 
the many different situations that 
are considered too taboo to talk 
about: bullying, sexual assault, 
minimum wages, equal rights: we 
just don’t talk about it. If we had 
more of these open forum con- 
versations, or just in general the 
topic itself, imagine what good it 
could bring to not only the young 
people of today but also the new 
young people of tomorrow. 

The month of April is called 
All Abilities month. In an effort 
to build awareness on all types 
of disabilities, build more diver- 
sity and conduct more inclusion 
on school grounds, the Northern 
Essex community on both the 
Lawrence and Haverhill cam- 
puses over the years have been 
very vocal about creating an in- 
clusive environment. The college 
has been known over the years 
to provide ‘excellent disability 
care of past and current students. 
There is no denying that the col- 
lege has had it’s fair share of 
helping the disabled community 
succeed but not without develop- 
ing issues surrounding the matter. 

One of the issues brought to the 
forefront was the Spurk building 
on the Haverhill campus. Due to 
the campus’ long history in exis- 
tence, the idea is that there has to 
be brand new elevators within the 
building. With it being outdated 
it can cause students who might 
use a wheelchair to struggle with 
getting in and out of the elevator 
or even worse, having nowhere to 
go during a practice fire drill or 
an actual fire drill. With that kind 
of struggle during a situation like 
that, it can cause unwanted added 
stress for the student and the per- 
son who is trying to aid the dis- 
abled student out of the building. 
Current students who are disabled 
need to have their classes on the 
first floor of most of the build- 
ings that hold classes. Times are 
changing and it’s about time that 
a location that the public uses fol- 
lows through as well. Generally 


speaking on fire drills, practice 
or real, it’s dangerous for those 
who are dealing with other types 
of disabilities. The B building is 
also another problem in the mak- 
ing due to the wooden doors near 
the theater. They don’t open very 
well especially during a drill. 
This causes much safety hazard 
struggles for students in general. 
In most of the classrooms on the 
campuses, there aren’t that many 
exit signs in the classrooms. Not 
that many are going to follow 
through with just using the main 
entrance of the classroom as their 
path to safety. 

There aren’t that many fire 
drills but that doesn’t mean there 
should be less exit signs. If safety 
is the number one priority, then 
why are we struggling with old 
methods of safety? We need to 
bring ourselves to not only cre- 
ate new methods of safety but to 
adapt to them as well. Handling 
your disability out in the open in 
a high-risk situation guarantees 
safety: that is of course if you are 
aware of it. 

On the Northern Essex cam- 
puses, roughly only 50% of stu- 
dents identify as disabled. The 
rest either aren’t aware of it or 
they might consider the thought 
of handling it on their own with- 
out the help of the school. When 
first attending, some might think 
they'll be fine without disabili- 
ty services. Being disabled gets 
such a bad reputation because 
most feel that they are powerless 
due to their condition. It’s simply 


not true: if anything it’s a small 
power booster to the one they 
currently possess. The one thing 
that is needed for a disabled stu- 
dent is support. Without it, those 
who are not with disability ser- 
vices, won’t ever get the chance 
at any assistance at all. What 
also isn’t occurring is programs 
on campus for older students: 
full fledged adults. They need 
as much aid as the young adults 
do. In vice versa, after turning 
18 students deserve to have more 
aid than usual when coming into 
adulthood. The services they are 
getting shouldn’t stop once they 
become an adult because it would 
only become a scary lifelong ex- 
perience for them instead of a 
time in their life they should be 
looking forward to on a positive 
outlook. 

With being a young disabled 
adult, there should also be more 
aid from financial aid and the 
professors. Handling financial 
aid, some disabled students don’t 
work or have difficulty in finding 
work for themselves. 

Financial aid should be giving 
them more money in order for 
them to take the needed classes 
and to have a financially stress- 
free time period at Northern Es- 
sex. 

Even for students who aren’t 
aware of their own disability, the 
option should be available for 
them. Money is important and for 
a disabled student it could mean a 
cost-free education. 

What can’t be left out of the 


conversation is what the profes- 
sors need to do in order to make 
sure that a disabled student pass- 
es their class. 

When conducting slideshow 
presentations that include a vid- 
eo or showing videos in gener- 
al, they need to buckle down on 
using closed captions in order 
for the student to understand the 
video. Beyond that, some profes- 
sors have a lack of understanding 
on how to properly teach a dis- 
abled student. If professors were 
given workshops or seminars on 
the matter, this issue wouldn’t 
continue for as long as it has. 
Disabled students deserve the 
same if not more help in class as 
a normal student would but with- 
in different circumstances. The 
classroom would feel much more 
inviting and enjoyable if ALL are 
able to understand and learn. 

What can be done for the dis- 
abled part of the student commu- 
nity can’t just be said through a 
typed-up paper like this one. 

The thing that needs to happen 
is that the conversation needs to 
continue. It needs to keep going. 
Conversations like this can’t just 
be like a book you would start 
to read, stop, put down and pick 
back up many months and years 
later. It needs to be explored and 
learned about now in the present. 
By doing so the Northern Essex 
community will fully be more 
of a community of students who 
want to and are looking to suc- 
ceed. 


In an effort to build awareness on all types of 
disabilities, build more diversity and 
conduct more inclusion on school grounds, the 
Northern Essex community on both the Law- 
rence and Haverhill campuses over the years 
have been very vocal about creating an inclusive 


environment. 
-Aallyhia Cruz 
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NCMPR honors President Lane 
Glenn as 2018 National Pacesetter 


President Glenn gets 
credit for 

helping Northern 
Essex make strides 
in the 21st century 


By SARAH CoMISKEY 


NECC Newsroom 

The National Council for 
Marketing & Public Relations 
(NCMPR) has named Northern 
Essex Community College Pres- 
ident Lane Glenn, Ph.D., as its 
2018 National Pacesetter of the 
Year. NCMPR presented him the 
award at its annual conference in 
Las Vegas in March. 

The Pacesetter of the Year 
Award honors a community col- 
lege chief executive officer who 
has demonstrated special leader- 
ship and support in college com- 
munication and marketing. 

Described as an optimistic 
thought leader, Glenn became 


president of Northern Essex 
Community College in July 2011. 
Before that, he served as NECC’s 
vice president of academic af- 
fairs for five years. During his 
tenure as president, Glenn has 
significantly expanded NECC’s 
campuses, including a new $27 
million health and technology 
center. He’s also expanded de- 
gree programs through partner- 
ships with area high schools, 
vocational schools, and four-year 
colleges and universities. By suc- 
cessfully forming “Communiver- 
sity” partnerships with private 
and public four-year colleges and 
universities, Glenn is expanding 
educational access to geograph- 
ically underserved populations. 
As a result, students can now 
get a bachelor’s degree within 
city boundaries for high-demand 
fields such as health care or com- 
puter science. 

Glenn was the visionary for 
the Lawrence Partnership, a co- 
alition of businesses and organi- 
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zations committed to economic 
development in Lawrence. He 
served as board chair and, in its 
first two years, the partnership 
launched a multi-million-dol- 
lar venture fund for small and 
mid-sized businesses, formed a 
training consortium to improve 
workforce development and cre- 
ated a “test kitchen” for aspiring 
restauranteurs. Derek Mitchell, 
the partnership’s executive direc- 
tor, says, “Dr. Glenn has helped 
elevate the civic infrastructure 
of an entire community and gen- 
erated new investments of time, 
resources and ideas about how to 
fully realize the aspirations of a 
post-industrial city.” 

Glenn has created partnerships 
with area vocational schools, 
which have attracted more than 
$5 million in funding for new 
facilities and equipment and re- 
sulted in new degree programs in 
advanced manufacturing and hos- 
pitality and culinary arts. In June 
2017, the college assumed man- 
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agement and operational respon- 
sibilities for the ValleyWorks 
One-Stop Career Center, one of 
16 regional employment centers 
across Massachusetts. The center 
serves over 10,000 job seekers 
and 700 employers each year. 

As a researcher, author and 
consultant, Glenn has also helped 
advance community colleges 
through his involvement on nu- 
merous regional and _ national 
boards. 

He served the last four years 
as chairman of the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Educa- 
tion’s Task Force on Statewide 
Assessment; was appointed to the 
STEM Advisory Council by the 
Massachusetts governor; and is 
a member of the Advisory Board 
of the Chair Academy, an orga- 
nization that provides competen- 
cy-based leadership development 
programs for college and univer- 
sity leaders. 

Glenn actively advocates for 
Northern Essex Community Col- 


lege and the community college 
mission on social media, in op- 
ed columns and his blog, “Run- 
ning the Campus.” He holds a 
Doctor of Philosophy in Theater 
from Michigan State University, 
a master’s degree in speech from 
Oklahoma State University, and a 
bachelor’s in English and Speech/ 
Theater from Northeastern State 
University (OK). He started his 
education at Rose State College, 
a community college in Midwest 
City, Oklahoma. 

NCMPR supports the profes- 
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Knights baseball heating up 


Knights rattle 
off consecutive 
victories 


By Mauik Zorrok 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights Base- 
ball team is heating up, win- 
ning four straight and scor- 
ing double digit runs in each 
of their victories. 

After a shaky Florida road 
trip, the Knights have placed 
an emphasis on focus, climb- 
ing up to a game over .500, 
improving their record to 10- 


The Knights split a pair 
of lopsided games against 
Community College of 
Rhode Island, winning the 
second match by a score of 


15-2. The Knights jumped 
out to a 4-0 lead in the first 
inning, with sophomore in- 
fielder Julio Leon delivering 
a bases-clearing double to 
put NECC in a commanding 
lead that they would not sur- 
render, as they added on 11 
more runs to exact revenge 
against CCRI. 

The Knights then went on 
to sweep their doublehead- 
er against Quinsigamond 
Community College, blow- 
ing them out in both games 
by the scores of 10-0 and 
18-6. Freshman left-handed 
pitcher, Richard Reidy, got 
the start in game one, throw- 
ing. a complete game shut- 
out, allowing only four hits, 
striking out nine batters and 
issuing only one free pass. 


Shockingly, the Knights did 
not have an extra-base hit, 
yet still scored double digit 
runs. 

A comeback was nec- 
essary for Northern Essex 
during game two, as _ they 
found themselves down 4-3 
after four innings of play. 
The Knights then exploded 
for 15 runs in the final three 
innings, thanks to star catch- 
er, Riley Magee’s two home 
runs and five RBIs, along 
with Benjamin Irvine’s four 
RBIs. Ryan Sharkey picked 
up the win, tossing two and 
a third innings, allowing two 
runs and striking out two. 

The Knights dominated 
Holyoke Community Col- 
lege, Sunday, April 8th, to se- 
cure their fourth consecutive 


NECC Knights catcher Riley Magee at the plate 


win, winning 16-1. Sopho- 
more right-handed pitcher, 
Corey Limbriano (3-0) got 
the start and delivered five 
shutout innings, allowing 
only two hits, striking out 
nine and walking only one 
batter. It was a group effort 
by the Knights offense, as 


NECC Knights baseball schedule 
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Thu. 12 Bunker Hill Community College * 


‘Sat. 14 


at Holyoke Community College * 


at Holyoke Community College * 


Tue. 17 Southern Maine Community College 


‘Thu. 19 Quinsigamond Community College * 


hoat. 24 


MassBay Community College * 


Sun. 22 


MassBay Community College * 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 
‘Thu. 26 Massasoit Community College * 


Sat. 28 


at Bunker Hill Community College * 


at Bunker Hill Community College * 
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they had five batters with 
at least two runs batted in. 
Leon led the team with three 
RBIs, along with four hitters 
who had two RBIs apiece. 
The Knights hope to keep 
the high-octane offense run- 
ning in the important month 
of April. 
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Spring things! 
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